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„F yo ſhall ſee fit to favour the © 
= following Diſcourſe with 1 
Jou will find it endeavours to vindi- 
cate the Defign of Reforming a 
vicions Age; and the Methods 
made uſe of bythe SOCIETIES 
for that Purpoſe, This is done in the beft Manner 
the Author could; and (as He conceives) upon the © 
Jure#t and mo#t indiſputable Grounds. It farther 
preſumes to offer ſuch Advice to the Members of 
theſe SOC1ETIEs, as (if follow) mould 
20 @ great Way towards obviating all Miſ-repreſen- 
tations of their Undertaking, and injurious Re- 
flections upon their Perſons. _'_ on 
A DISCOURSE proceeding upon thele 
Views, cannot apply any te properly for 
. : | - Patronage 
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The DE DIC AT ION. 
atronage, chan to a Civil Magiſtrate, aurboric 
, this MA-jESTY's Commiſion to put in 

| Execution the Penal Laws againitN ice and Im- 
' morality ; duly qualify d for the Diſcharge of the 
Taſt repos'd in him; and who makes Con 4 5 


$ 
1 7» Rr te 32H * 25 8 * 1 A * ; 
of doing it with Diligence and Faithfulneſs.” Such 


an One will readily Countenance any well-meant 
Attempt on the Side of Virtue, and for the Good 
of the Community. If upon peruſal of the 
Diſcourſe I now take leave to offer, Tou ſhall juage 
it to be of that Rind, it may be ſure of ſuch a 
favourable Reception, as if it be wot, I ſbould be 
—_— TO. TV 
IHE often thought with pleaſure of the 
man) wholeſome Laws we have againſt Vice and 
Profaneneſs ; and of the wiſe Proviſion made 775 
the due Execution of them. But one can't hel 
being griev d to ſee theſe Good Laws ſo often hing 
dorment; and ſo many of thoſe, wha (if I miſtale 
not) are ſworn to ſee them executed, quite'cart- 
leſs and unconcern'd about the Matter. . 
AS I have the Happineſs to live in your Neigh- 
 bourhood; and as youare pleas'd to allow me the Ho 
nour of converſing with you, I can't want Oppor- 
tunities of obſerving, with how much Prudence and 
Tal, with what diſintereſted Views, and with how 
. Publick aSpirit, Jou are conſtantlyemploy'd in doing 
Good, and being Uſeful' to Mankind in a great 
Variety of Ways ; and particularly in Diſcharging 
the Office of a Juſtice of the Peace. And as you 
decline no Opportunity of being Serviceable in the 
Morld, ſo it can't bs imputed to any Remiſſneſs in 
. C 0 
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Authority, are not more throughly reform d in their 
Manners, and more uſeful Members of Society. 
IT is upon theſe Accounts you are ſo much be- 


Ind and honour 


— —— ns - <a Are Cs 
81 W 88 . 


Tou, that thoſe who are within the Reach of our 


d; and when your Brethren in 


the Commiſſion for this County, ſhew'd their parti. 
cular Regard to you, by appointing you Chairman 
in ſeveral of their Seſſions ; as the Choice they 


made was generally approv'd; ſo the ſolemn and 
inſtructive Charges you deliver d upon thoſe Oc- 


caſions, are plain Evidences how fit a Perſon you © 
are, not only to bear his MAI EST vg Com. 


miſſion, but to Preſide among thoſe who do ſo. 
I AM One, among Many, who ſincerely 


wiſh the Continuance of your Health and Uſeful- 


neſs. Ton will ſuffer me to add (what I am under 


particular Obligations not to forget) my hearty 
Prayers for your Pious Lady and hopeful Children. 
May the kind Providence of GOD conduit 


yu and them through this World, in Honour, 


Health, and Plenty; and may you All obtain Ever- 


7 


laſting Happineſs in the World to come. 
1 am, 
Honoured SIR, 
| Your moſt Obliged, 
Humble Servant, 


* 


Clapton, July 8th, 172). 


George Smyth. 
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Rom. XIV. Yer. 16. 


Let not then your Good be Evil 
ſpoken of. . 


AM well aware that this Cau- 
tion was given by the Apoſtle, 
with a ſpecial View to the par- 
ticular Caſe and Circumſtances 
ioreferr'd to in the Context. There 
were Diviſions among the Chri- 
fans at Rome, as well as in other Churches, 
occaſionꝰd by the different Sentiments of the 
Jewiſh and Gentile Converts. The Former were 
over zealous for the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Moſes his Law, warmly inſiſted upon the Ne- 
cellity of being Circumciſed, and obſerving 
the Ritual as well as the Moral Precepts of 
it, The Gentile Converts, on the other Hand, 
expreſt too great a Contempt of theſe Things, 
conſidering the State of the Church at that 
Time, and the Weakneſs of the Believing 
5 By VVV 
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Jem, who could not yet be wholly brought 
off from their Regard to them. St. Paul was 
well appriz'd of the Miſchiefs which would 

follow, whilſt every one was obſtinate in his 
own Way, and neither Side would make any 

i} ' Allowances to the other: And the Chapter of 

i! which my Text is a Part, ſeems purpoſely 

I! calculated to prevent, or to heal them. With 

this View he gives proper Advice both to the 

1 Strong and Weak ; that is, thoſe who thought 

: themſelves free from all Obligation to ſuch Ob- 

1 ſervances; and thoſe who ĩimagin'd they were 

= {till Binding. He cautions the Former againſt 


rr 


making uſe of their Liberty, to the Offence of 


1 the Latter; and the Latter againſt Forwardneß 
= to cenſure and condemn the Former for uſing 
= their Liberty. The Inſtances particularly re- 
ferr'd to, are, the Eating without ſcruple, or 
abſtaining from certain Meats ; and the ob- 
ſerving, or not obſerving certain Days. The 
Sum of what he ſays, as to both, is, that 
Where Men are ſincere and upright, God re 
ceives and owns both thoſe who eat, and thoſe 
Who abſtain; thoſe who do regard Days, 
and thoſe who do not: And that ſince 
both are accepted of God, neither Side ſhould 
be forward in cenfuring and condemning the 
other. At ver. 14. the Apoſtle tells us what 
Were his own private Sentiments as to the 
Matters in Difference; I know and am perſuade 
by the Lord Jeſus, that there is nothing unclean in 
ilſelf; that all Meats may be us'd . 


17 


ly b us Chriſtians However, if any Man 


* 


ght thinks that ſome are unclean, they are un- 
as clean to him; his Conſcience, tho miſtaken 
uld in this Point, ſtill obliges him to act accord- 
his ing to the Dictates of it; and thoſe who are 
ny better inform'd, ſhould out of Charity abſtain 
of from that, the Doing which would ſhock 
ely W and tumble him, and perhaps tempt him to 
1h renounce the Chriſtian Faith. Ver. 15. If 
the thy Brother be grieved with thy Meat, nom malte ft 
It WY thou not charitably : Deſtroy not him with thy 
b. Meat for whom Chrift dyd. And then follow 
e the Words of my Text, Let not then your 
it W Good be Evil ſpoken of. That is, Let not the 
of MW perverſe, or unſeaſonable Uſe of your Chriſtian 
ls Liberty (which is in itſelf Good, a great 


vl Advantage and Privilege) give occaſion to 
any to take Offence at it, or ſpeak Evil of it. 
Ir Tar Context plainly leads us to this re- 
b. firain'd Meaning of the Words; and you may 


| ealily perceive that in that View, they are 
nothing to the Purpoſe upon which we are 


„now met: I muſt therefore take leave to con- 

© fider them independently; and without any 

WM Regard, at preſent, to their Connect ion with 
the reſt of the Apoſtles Diſcourſe: And fo © 
| they will be found to contain this general and 
very uſeful Caution, to which we ſhould have 

a conſtant Regard in the whole of our Con- 
duct, and which is the very Thing meant by 
St. Paul, only apply'd to a particular Caſe ; 

= 


viz, Not to give occafion to other People, by 


0 * 7 
; a f 
: Tas * 2. 
. N = & 
8 . ; 
3 4 E kick 
4 * * 4 * 1 1 4 


any imprudent, or unwarrantable Practices of 
our on, to entertain an ill Opinion, or ſpeak 
Evil, or any way to oppoſe, that which i; 
really Right and Good. —- I know not how 
TI can better perform the Service you expect 
from me, than by endeayouring to aſſiſt your 
Meditations upon this Subject. To which 
Purpoſe, the following Things may not un. 
fitly be conſider'd. „„ {ey 
I. TEE Goodneſs of the Deſign in which 
you are engag'd, and of the Methods by 
which you are purſuing it. „55 
II. THAT this, like moſt other good 
Things, is liable to be miſrepreſented and 
%% 
III. THA r it is incumbent upon you, 
to take Care that no juft Occaſion be given to 
any Body to do ſo. Which will lead me 
IV. To ſuggeſt to you ſuch Things by 
Way of Advice, as will (if duly regarded) go 
a great Way towards preventing others from 
ſpcaking Evil of your Good; at leaſt, will pre- 
vent you from giving them any juſt Occaſion 
to do 10. „„ : 
TEX 5 canlder,. ( 
I. TEE Goodneſs of the Deſign in which 
you are engag'd, and of the Methods by 
Which you are purſuing it. opp on, 
FE OR unleſs theſe can be fully juſtify'd, 
unleſs it can be plainly ſhewn that what you 
are doing, 1s really right and fit to be done, 
it may and ought to be condemn'd ; ar 
5 that 
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of that you can do, won't prevent its being Evil 
ak ſpoken of. — I am perſuaded this may be 

is done, to the Satisfaction of any conſiderate 

» Nunprejudic'd Perſon: And I the rather under. 
c take the doing it upon this Occafion, becauſe 
ur Hir 1 ſucceed herein, it may be of ſome Uſe, 
ch Won the one Hand, towards filencing the loud 
. MClamours that have been rais'd againſt you; 
and on the other Hand, to encourage your 
ch Diligence and Steadineſs in carrying on your 
»y Deſign, and to fortify you againſt the Oppo- 
tion and Calumny you may meet with. 

d Your known avow'd Deſign, is, to re- 
d form the Manners of a corrupt Age; to ſup- 
preſs Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immorality. 
u, The Methods us'd for this End, are, not 
0 only your own perſonal Good Example; fea- 
ſonable Reproof, where you have Opportuni- 
ty to give it, and it is likely to be of any Ser- 
vice; Inſtruction and Admonition, by diſper- 
lng ſuch Books as are calculated to inform 
the Ignorant, to convince and reclaim the 
preſurnptuouſſy Wicked: But farther, the 
Detecting, Intorming againſt, and Proſecut- 
ing the Offenders in this Kind, before the 
Civil Magiſtrate, in order to their ſuffering 
thoſe Penalties, to which by the Laws of the 


Land they are ſubjected. -_ „ 
As to the Deſign itſelf, to reform Mens 
Manners, and ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality ; 
ſurely one may venture to pronounce, without 


Heſitation, that it is a very Good One. Tho if 


it 


Fey 
it be true, (as we find now and then an Ay. 
thor hardy enough to aſſert it) that Virus 
and Vice are mere Arbitrary Things: That 6% 
Moral Virtues are the Political Off-ſpring whit 
 Hattery begets upon Pride : That there is w 
Reality inthe PULCHRUME&@® HONE 
STUM: That they depend entirely on Faſhioy 
and Cuſtom, and are altogether as precarious and 
uncertain: If theſe Aſſertions, I ſay, and 
ſuch as theſe, be true, all Talk of ſuppreſſing 
Vice, and all Endeavours to reform Manner 
are idle and impertinent ; the whole Deſign is 
founded upon a Miſtake, and inſtead of going 
about to reform other Folks Manners, you 
would do well to inform your own Judgments 
a little better. Nay, if what one of theſe 
Authors advances be true, that Private Vis 
are Publick Benefits; it will follow (and he has 
almoſt drawn the Concluſion ready to our 
Hands) that by ſuppreſſing theſe V ices, if 
ever you ſhould do it, you take the moſt eſ- 
fectual Method to diſſolve Society, to break 
up Communities, and ſend Men ſingly, or in 
very ſmall Tribes, into Caves and Deſerts, 
to ſtarve by themſelves, and make a much leſs 
conſiderable Figure in Go p's Creation than ſo 
) CET So. 
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I conrFEss it appears to me, that a 
Man muſt have a Head very odly turn'd, 
a very wrong Caſt of Mind, to be capable 
cither of forming, or admicting ſuch a wild 
Scheme; and excepting thoſe who find it 


favourable to their Vices, I believe there 
ann 


are very few Perſons that ever gave in to it. 

All the reſt of Mankind have own'd, that 
there is in the Nature of Things, and antece- 
dent to all poſitive Determination; a neceſſary 
and eternal Difference between Moral Good 
and Evil: And fo long as Mankind continue 
to have any Senſe of that Difference; the re- 
ſtraining of Vice, and making Men morally 
better, muſt be thought a good and laudable 
a Fit D as the Deſign itſelf abſolutely con- 
- MW fider'd, is certainly very Good and Laudable; 
pPare the Means by which you are purſuing 


- 


it, No Body, I ſuppoſe, can have any Thing 
to object againſt Reproof, Inſtruction, Per- 
ſuaſion, as proper Means among others to pro- 
mote it. The only Difficulty (if aſter all 
there be any Difficulty in the Caſe) is, with 
reſpect to the other Methods mention'd, as 
made uſe of by you for ſuppreſſing Vice: I 
mean, the Detecting, Informing againſt, and 
(where there is need) Proſecuting the Guilty 
before the Civil Magiſtrate ; in order to their 
ſuffering thoſe Penalties, to which the Laws 
of the Land ſubject them: And entering 
yourſelves voluntarily into Societies for this 

Purpote.c „ e 
THA we may be the more throughly ſa- 


* 


tisfy*d of the Fitneſs and Goodneſs of theſe 
Methods; it will be of uſe to obſerve, that 

thoſe vicious Practices which you aim at ſup- 

preſſing; may be conſider'd, either as 8 

| ve 


, 


Fel _ 


ſive and Diſhonourable to the Bleſſed G o d, 


Violations of His Law, and Deſtructive ef 
the Offender's beſt Intereſts in both Worlds: 
Or they may be conſider'd, as injurious to 
SocitTty, of which we are Member, 
For tho? there is no Reaſon to doubr but that 
Vice and Immorality are faulty every way, 
both as being Offenſive to GO b, Prejudicial 
to the Sinner's Perſonal Intereſts, and Inju 
rious to the Society of which he is a Member: 


yet it is upon this latter Account principally, 


if not only, that they are puniſhable by the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; and that you are juſtifiable 
in Detecting and Informing againſt them, in 
order to their being puniſh'd. Pe 

ITE Offenſiveneſs of Vice and Immora. 
lity to the Bleſſed G o p, is indeed ſufficient 
to raiſe our Indignation againſt it, and engage 
our moſt zealous Endeavours for reſtraining 
it, by all thoſe Methods which Religon pre- 
ſcribes. The great Miſchief the Offender 
does himſelf by it, is enough to awaken our 
Charitable Pity, and engage us to do al 
that we fitly may, to prevent ſuch Miſchiet. 
And here I ſuppoſe, that the gentler Methods 
of Inſtruction and Perſuaſion, Admonition 
and Reproof, are the moſt Proper, and the 
only juſtifiable Ones. : 
Bur then, if we carry our Thoughts 


farther, and conſider theſe Evil- Practices, 4s | 


being injurious to So cCIET ; Methods of 
another Kind are not only uſeful and . 
wm 92 5 Able 


D, 
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able, but neceſſary too: And I don't queſtion, 
before I have done, I ſhall make it very plain, 


l 1 £ 34 . ; 


Iz any Perſon be diſpos d to deny, or 


an Apprehenſion, either that the Vices you 
would reform, do not properly fall under the 
Cognizance of the. Civil Magiſtrate ; that he 
need not, and therefore that he ought not, to 
enact, or execute Laws againſt them: Or 


chat whatever he may, or ought to do; yet 


that private Perſons, ſuch as moſt of you are, 
ought not to intermeddle, much leſs to com- 
bine in Societies, as it were purpoſely to take 
the Buſineſs out of his Hands; at leaſt, to do 
that which he, by Virtue of his Office, is 
oblig'd to do, but which no Body expects 
irom you. If either of theſe Pretences can 
be made good; it muſt, I think, be 'own'd, 
that your Methods are quite wrong; you had 
cen as good disband, and let Vice grow up, 
till it becomes, what, if let alone, it will ſoon 
be, unmanageable and outrageous. =-— Let 
us enquire a little what there is in them, and 
whether they will not admit of a very ſatis- 
Rer.; , Eo 

Poss1Bsry ſome Perſons may be ready 
to think, that thoſe V ices which you are aſſiſt. 
ing the Civil Magiſtrate to reform, don't 
properly come under his Cognizance ; that 
he need not, and therefore, that he ought 
not to make, or execute penal Laws againſt 

Oo , 1 Os 


— 


doubt of it, his doing fo muſt be owing to 


* 


them. Suppoſe particular Perſons ſhould in. 
dulge themſelves in Vice and Immorality: 
One Man profanes the great Name of Go», 
and wickedly curſes himſelf, or his Neigh. 
bour: Another ſurfeits upon the Bounties gf 
Providence, and makes a Practice of drink. 
ing *till he looſes his Reaſon, and all com. 
mand of himſelf : A Third defiles Mimſel 
with a common Proſtitute, or ſquanders away 
hisSubſtanceata commonGaming-Houle: And 
a Fourth, it may be, is chargeable not with 
one of theſe Exceſſes only, but with all of them, 
and it may be ſeveral others as bad. But 
what is all this to the Civil Magiſtrate, may 
it be faid ? If ſuch Practices are (as is ſup 
pos d) offenſive to the Bleſſed G o p, He 
knows how to puniſh them, without the Ma. 
giſtrate's Help; if they are injurions to the 
Offender, the Offender will ſooner, or later, 
find the ill Conſequences of them: Tn the 
mean Time, as he is his own worſt Enemy, 
and hurts no Body but himſelf, the Civil Mz 
giſtrate is no way concern'd, and therefore 
need not intermeddle. 5 
I can eaſily gueſs what ſober Perſons 
will think of this Kind of Reaſoning ; but 
ſince it paſſes for very ſolid and ſubſtantial 
with theſe who are in moſt Danger by it: 
will take leave to ſuggeſt the following Con- 
{iderations, which will fully anſwer it. 
1. THE Civil Magiſtrate not only may, 


but is, by Virtue of his Office, oblig'd to pre: 


vent 
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rent as much as in him lies, and to puniſh as. 
olten as is expedient, every Thing that is 
preſides. He is veſted with Authority and 


niſter of G O D, to the Society, for good: A Re- 
venger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. 
Rom. 13. 4. Kings as bins and Gover- 
mrs, acting by their Authority, are deſigned 
for the Puniſhment of Evil-avers. 1 Pet. 2. 13 
14. This I ſuppoſe will not e much conteſted; 
ELadd ane rote. 
/ 2. Trar Vice. and Immorality, parti- 
"I cularly thoſe Kinds of them which you are 
endeavouring to ſuppreſs, are manifeſtly inju- 
rious to Civil Society, and therefore neceſſari- 


ly come within the Cognizance of the Civil 


Magiſtrate. Whatever may be pretended to 


the contrary, the Experience and Obſervation 


* 2 
by 


of all Ages will juſtify this Aſſertion. — 


ſaid, and all the Miſchief he does by his 
vicious Practices, is to himſelf: Why ſuppoſe 
this were true, it would not prove what is 
delign'd by it. For, every particular Perſon 
ſtands related, and is under Obligations, to 


He is not at Liberty to do himſelf what Miſ- 
chief he pleaſes, or to render himſelf burden- 
ſome to Society, and unfit to perform that 


power for this very Purpoſe: And without 
this, Civil Government, inſtead of being be- 
neficial, would be burdenſome. He is the Mi. 


The Offender is his own worſt Enemy, it is 


the Community of which he is a Member: 
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Duty and Service he owes it: If he does , 
he may juſtly be reſtrain'd; or puniſnid by the 
Civil Magiſtrate. No Man, for Example, is 
or ought to be, allow'd to murder himſelf 
and care is taken to ſet a Mark of Infamy 
upon thoſe who do ſo : The Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe in Society no Man has an abſolute 
Propriety in, or Command over: himſelf : 
Every Man owes his Life and all the Service 
he can do, to the Society of which he is x 
Member. And the ſame Reaſon holds good 
in Proportion, as to any other Miſchief x 
Man may do himſelf, by which he becomes 
uncapable of being {ſo ſerviceable to the Com. 
munity, as otherwiſe he might be. For my 
own Part, it appears very plain to me, that 
even upon this Foot, the Civil Magiſtrate 
may, and ought to interpoſe, to reſtrain and 
puniſh Vice; as being thus injurious to the 
Offenders in their own Perſons, and making 
them leſs uſeful in Society than they might 
777... nts ooo, 


Bu then I muſt add moreover, that it is 


abſolutely falſe in itſelf, and a Conti. 
diction to daily Experience, to ſay, that Ol. 
fenders 1n this Kind hurt no Body but them- 
_ ſelves. | Does not he who ſquanders away his 
Eſtate at a Gaming-Table, impoveriſh his 
Family, and help to ruin his Creditors, 3s 


well as Himſelf? Does not the profane Cu- 


ſtomary Swearer go a great Way towards 
forfeiting (that which every: Member of So- 
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ciety is oblig'd carefully. to maintain) his Cre. 


dibility as a Witneſs ? For why ſhould that 
Man . be: believ'd upon his invoking} the tre- 
mendous Name of GO on the moſt ſolemn 
Occaſion, who ſcruples not to do the ſame 
Thing upon the moſt trivial One; and very 
often it may be when he knows the Falſhood 
of what he would this Way confirm? Are 
there no Breaches of the publick Peace, no 
Broils and Quarrels, no Blood- ſhed and Mar- 
der, conſequent upon Drunkenneſs and Led 
neſs? Or: do theſe Conſequences ſo ſeldom” 
happen? Or is the Community ſo little injur'd 
by them, that it is not worth While to make 
Laws to prevent and puniſh them? Has the 
Civil Magiſtrate no Buſineſs to reſtrain the 
bad Example of ſuch vicious Perſons; when 
we daily ſee the fatal Effects of it upon thoſe 
(eſpecially, of the younger Sort) Who have 
been ſoberly educated; and who, if they had 
not been mis-led, might have continu'd Inno- 
cent and V irtuous ? With the good Leave of 
thoſe whom I am endeavouring to confute 


and convince ;. we will take for granted, what 


Solomon oObſeryes, and the Hiſtory. of the 
World juſtifies 3 That by the Bleſſing of the Up- 
right the City is exalted, and that it is overthrown 
by the Mouth of the Witked. Prov. 11. 11. 
That Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, and that 
Sn is the Reproach of any People. Pov. 14. 34. 
That the great Go b, as Governor of the 
World, ordinarily finds Ways to puniſn Com- 

= : munities 
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| munities as ſuch, for overgrown Wickednek, 
_ at by thoſe who might have reſtrain 
WY 6 it. Can all this be true, and 
ye 5 the Civil Magiſtrate have nothing to do 
in theſe Affairs? I hope there is no need to 
ſtay any longer on 0 . a Point. FE only 
add inthe 
AN p laſt — That 1 85 Civil Ma- 
iſirars can take no other effectual Way ” 
_ ſuppreſſing and puniſhing Practices thus pe 
nicious to the Community, but by makin 
and executing penal Laws / againſt them, 
The gentler Methods of Reproof and Per. 
ſuaſion won't do in many Caſes ; Gov 
knows they are available in but very few 
Caſes ! But beſides ; they are not ftrifly 
ſpeaking, the Province of the Civil Mag. 
ſtrate: He may, indeed, as a private Perſon, 
as a Good Man, or a Chriſtian, try what Good 
he can do this Way: But as Civil Magiſtrate, 
he bears the Sword of Juſtice, and ought not 
to bear it in vain : His Buſineſs is to execute 
Wrath againſt Evil-Doers. True, indeed, he is 
to fee that the Puniſhment be not diſpropor- 
tionate to the Offence, at leaſt; rhat it do not 
exceed it; but that I think cannot with Mo- 
deſty be pretended, with reſpect to our Laws; 
Which to be ſure deal tenderly enough with 
this Kind of Offenders. - 
By this Time, I hope, the Pretence that 
Vice and Immorality. don't come under the 


Cognizance of the Civil Magiſtrate is * 
ently 
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05 ently obviated. —— But granting this, 
(may it be further argu'd) How does this 
juſtity private Perſons in aſſociating themſelves 
in the Manner, and for the Purpoſes, that a 
few buſy officious Perſons have done of late 
Years? Suppoſe that Magiſtrates may, nay, 
ſuppoſe ik you will, that by Virtue of their 
Office they are oblig'd to do this Work ; yet 
I fill it belongs only to them to doit; and it 
„ avours a little of Pragmaticalneſs in private 
Perſons to take the Work out of their Hands, 
and engage in an Affair which they have no 
can to meddle with. The Magiſtrate is the 
UHiniſter of GOD, attending corniinually upon 
is very Thing, and for any Body elſe to en- 
age in it, is a preſumptuous Encroachment 
vpon his Office. Add to all this, that a Man 
muſt be very Sour and Ill-natur'd, who won't 
| ſuffer his Neighbour to Swear, or Curſe, to 
get Drunk, or commit Uncleanneſs, without 
K preſently Informing againſt, and making him 
pay for it; eſpecially, if he be ſo officious as 
to ſpend any of his Time in going up and 
down, purpoſely to detect ſuch Offenders. 

I woU LD not give a hard Name to any 
Thing that does not deſerve it; but ſurely 
one may venture to ſay, that this Pretence is 

both Falſe and Invidious; Falſe, becauſe in- 
ſtead of interfering with, you are Aſſiſtant, 
and act in Subordination to the Civil Magi- 
rate. Invidious, becauſe, inſtead of charging 
you with Sourneſs and Il)-nature, what _ 
„„ | | al 


Ll 
do in this Kind, ' ought to be imputed to you 
Humanity, a benevolent:Regard to Mankind 
and the Welfare of Society; at leaſt, til 
there is better Evidence that it proceeds from 
ſome worſe Principles, than has ever yet been 
produc'd againſt the Body of .. 
You x Zocieties cannot with any Appear, 
ance of Truth be charg'd with 1nvading'th; 
Province of the Civil Magiſtrate, or - taking 
the Work out of his Hands. Every Body 
knows where the Power of enacting Laws ö 
lodg'd among us; and when they are enaQte 
every Body is agreed, what is the Province of 
thoſe who are Commiſſion'd to ſee to the Ex: 
ecution of them. They are to receive Infor: 
mations againſt Offenders ; to examine and 
weigh the Evidence for and. aga inſt them; 
to judge whether the Proof offer'd be ſuffic 
ent to convict them; and in Caſe they be 
convicted, to take Care that the Penalty 
which the Law annexes to their Crime, be 
inflicted upon them. All this is ſo properly 
their Buſineſs, that it would no doubt be Cr: 
minal Inſolence in any Body elſe to meddle ii 
it. And 1 dare anſwer for you, that as you 
never did, fo you never will expoſe yourſelves 
to ſuch a Charge. Again, with re 
ſpect to the Crimes we are now ſpeaking oh 
it farther falls within the Magiſtrate's Pro 
vince, to direct proper Precepts and Warrant 
to inferior Officers, to detect Offenders, and 
| bring them before him, in order to Convict 
| ” | | | on 
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———— The Caſe is thus. We haye ex» 
cellent Laws made agaiaſt Vice and Immora- 
lity ; but be they never ſo good in tliemſeſyes, 
the Community receives,.ng Benefit by,them, 
any further than they are put in Execution, 
We haye Magiſtrates Commiſſion'd, ang in- 
ferior Officers appointed to. take Cars, that 
they be executed. But all the World knows, _ 
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univerſally inclin'd ta! it;,, 
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J Feat, and proſecure in a Jegal W ay,, ſuch as 

break the Laws,” And, if lingle Perſons may 

i /audably do it, I cannot | conceive , why the 

may not join in Societies, in order to do it the * 

more effectually. — . All this is o reaſon- 

Je in jſelt,. agreeable 0 our Laws, A 
ſy e 10 
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ſo fir from being an Fthoroachiltine on the 
Magiſtrate's province, that in every Reign 
(that has had 4 for it) ike! the 15 
Inſtitution of oe ocieties, private SubjeQs, 
as well as thoſe in Office, have by Royal Pro. 
clamation been'call'd upon to be very vigilant 
and ſtrict in the Diſcovery and effectual Pro. 
ſecution of ſuch Offenders. Nay, your So- 
cieties have not only been approv'd and ap. 
plauded by Perſons of the greateſt Piety and 
Judgment Abroad, but have been Counte: 
nanced by thoſe of higheſt Rank and Autho- 
rity at Home, as very ſerviceable to theſe 
Ends. Theſe are plain Declarations what is 
their Senſe about this Matter. But after all, 
I ſhould not have mention'd either Royal Pro- 
clamations, or the Countenance of the greateſt 
Men upon Earth, if T had not alſo been fully 
fatisfyd of the Fitneſs, and Commendableneſs 
of the Thing in itſelf. Does any Man need 
a particular Commiſſion to authorize, or juſti 
fy him to do Service to the Community! ? Or 
rather, is not the Being? a Member of it, both 
a Commiſſion and an Obligation to do it all 
the Good, and be Serviceable to ĩt in all the 
Ways we poſſibly can, in our ſeveral Stations? 
And ſurely it is the moſt unrighteous Thing 
in the World, to reckon any Man Unfriendly, 
or Ill-natur'd, for doing fo. For, beſides tliat 
| prudent well-manag'd Endeavours to ſuppreſs 
Vice, and reform Mens Manners, are the 
molt friendly C Office "TRAC can be done the 
Offenders 


L 23: Þ] 
« || Offenders themſelves::-; Belides this;;"Lſay, it 
ns to be conſider'd, that our Obligations to the 
ſt Community. of which. we are Members, are 
„ſuperior to thoſe we are under to any fartieu- 
„lar Perſons; and Where the Intereſt of both 
are inconſiſtent (which by the Way, is far 
from being the Caſe here) we are pneipally 
to regard and advance the Former. N 
WIA x has been ſaid, is, I conceive; fully : 
ſufficient, not only to vindicate, but to ſhew 
the Goodneſs of the Deſgn in which you 
are engag'd, and of the Methods by which. 
you purſue it. I muſt take notice however, N 
II. THAI this, like moſt other good 
Things, is liable to be Miſ-repreſented; and 
Evil ſpoken, of. So you have found by long 
Experience, and ſo I am afraid you Will al- 
ways find. There will be little Occaſion to 
enlarge under this Head: It would indeed be 
to no Purpoſe to mention all the little Cavils 
and Object ions that are made againſt your 
Deſign; the injurious Reflections, and baſe 
Reproaches that are caſt upon your Perſons: 
The Latter need not be regarded, and the 
Former have been often anſwer'd. . If I be 
not much miſtaken, I have obviated every 
Thing that has the Appearance of a Difficul-, 
ty in this Affair; and ſaid enough to convince: 
any unprejudic? d Perſon, that thoſe who ſpeak. 
Evil of your Deſign, do it without a Cauſe; 
2 Neither you, nor I, however, 
are to expett that all Mouths will immediate 
- HB: 3 i bh 
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ly be ſtop'd; far from it: The vicious Part 
of Mankind will always be ready to Miſere. 
preſent, and do what: they can to oppoſe 

ou: They are too fond of their pernicigns 

ndulgences, to be eaſily reclaim'd from them, 
or to be ſilent when Attempts are made to 
reſtrain, or puniſh them. Nay, and beſides 


theſe, there will be found even among thoſe 
who are not themſelves chargeable with any 
Kind of that Immorality which you would 


help to reform; a Number of -indolent ul. 
active Perſons, Who from ſome unhappy 


Principles, or unreaſonable Prejudices, will 
declare againſt what you are about, either'as 


Imprudent, or Impracticable, or Unſeaſonable; 


and ſo not only do nothing in it themſelves, 
but endeavour to diſcourage and diſcounte- 
nance others. Thus you are to expect it will 


always be: You ought to reckon upon it, that 
both theſe Sorts of Perſons will watch for your 
Halting ; they'll examine ſtrictly your Per- 


ſonal Characker; pry narrowly into your 


Meaſures ; watch every Step you take, ina 


Work that fo directly thwarts their Tnclina- 


- tions. Every little Slip you make, any Im- 


prudence, or Raſhneſs, they can charge you 
with, will be magnify'd and improv'd to your 
Difadvantage ; Above all, if they can diſco- 


ver any Thing Illegal in your. Proceedings, 


they will in all likelihood make you ſuffer for 
it, and become unalterably prejudic'd, both 


apainſt'y6ur Perſons and your Deſign. Give 
me leave therefore to put you in mind. III. 
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V 
III. THAN it is incumbent upon you to 
ake Care that no juſt Occaſion be given to 
peak Evil of your Good. ——= You may, 
[think, be throughly ſatisfy'd of the Good- 
ies of the Cauſe in which you are engag d. 
and the Fitneſs of the Methods by which you 
re carrying it on: It is not, however, impoſſi- 
ble, that it ſhould ſuffer upon your Account, or 
by your Miſ-management. Far be it from me, 
o inſinuate, either that it has done ſo, or that 
there is any likelihood it will do ſo, by the 
Bulk, the Majority of you: And yet a Cau- 
tion of this Kind can't fairly be thought Im- 
proper : The leaſt poſſible Danger is enough 
vo ſuſtifythe piving d 5H 9D 
Or how much Importance it is that you 
do take ſuch Care, is to be meaſur'd by 
Conſidering and Comparing together, on the 
me Hand, the great Benefit which would 
accrue, both to the Community in general, 
and to particular Perſons, by the Succeeſs f 
jour Attempts for reforming a vicious Age: 
And on the other Hand, the Tendency which 
any ill Conduct of yours will have, to defeat 
jour good Deſign, and prevent the Succeſs of 
all your Endeavours. Weigh, on the one 
Hand, the Advantages of having Vice ſup- 
freſs'd, Profaneneſs and Immorality diſcoun- 
tenanc'd, good Order and Regularity of ex- 
ternal Behaviour maintain'd: And on the 


ther Hand, the unhappy Influence which 


Mi-management on your Part, will have 
| 2 towards 


Church, and of thoſe who Diſſent from it; 


towards blaſting your own avow'd Defign, 
and preventing thoſe Advantages which 
would reſult from a regular Proſecution of it; 
And you will thence be able to make a trie 
Eſtimate of how great Moment it is, that you 
be careful to give no Occaſion to have your 
Goos Hyikipoken OE 57 oo 5 oi; 
AN p as the taking ſuch Care is all that i 
in your Power, (for, if this notwithſtanding, 
any will Miß repreſent your Deſign, and 
aſperſe your Perſons, you can't help it) ſo this 
_ 1s all that can be ſuppos'd to be deſign'd by the 
Caution in the Text. But then thus much is 
plainly incumbent on you, and moſt reaſon- 
ably expected from you. That I may con-] 
tribute what I can to your Aſſiſtance therein: 
You will bear with me whullt I proceed to 
what I propos d. e 


IV. To ſuggeſt to you a few Things by 


Way of Advice. After ſo many Perſons of 
diltinguiſh'd Worth, both of the eftabliſh'd 


who have gone before me in this Service, and 
Who have generally thought fit to fay ſome- 
What to you by Way of Direction: It will not 
be expected I ſhould have much that is new 
to offer in that Kind ; you will excuſe me, 
therefore, if I ſhould only be able to bring 
uſeful and pertinent Hints to your Remem- 
brance ; for I deſpair of urging them with 
greater Advantage than has been often done. 
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BE Le 1 
. THEN, 1 would recommend it as of 
Mereat Importance for the cutting off all Occa- 
don of ſpeaking Evil of your Deſign, or of 
rourſelves as engag d in it: That you be very 
arcful of your own moral Character. I mean, 
zt only that you be yourſelves free from thoſe 
Nvices, which you endeavour to reſtrain and 
5Wruniſh in others, as pernicious to Civil Soci- 
ay : But from every Thing elle that is in its 
own Nature Immoral, and Unbecoming the 


5 Dignity of Human Nature; even tho? it 
eWſhould be of ſuch a Kind, as is not, or cannot 
e provided againſt, or puniſh'd by Human 


Laws. —— I know very well that as to the 
Community, the Effect is in ſome reſpect 
pretty much the ſame; whether: the Proſe- 
ution againſt any Vice be carry'd on by a 
Virtuous Perſon, or by one who is himſelf 


/ Wetargeable with the ſame, or other Vices : I 
i Winow too, that when an Information is 


drought againſt an Offender in this Kind, the 
\ccuſer's being as bad as the Accuſed, won't 
op the Proceedings of juſtice: The Civil 
Magiſtrate won't advert to the Badneſs of the 
Iccuſer's Character, unleſs it be in ſuch Caſes 
here it abates, or deſtroys the Credibility of 
Is Teftimony. It is, therefore, with a dif- 
rent View, and upon quite another Account, 
hat Twould recommend Perſonal Virtue to 
boſe who: would contribute towards the Re- 
rmation of others. It is in ſhort this; That 
e Penalties which by their Means, _ in 

1 on- 


I] .- 
Conſequence of their Informing and Profe. 
cuting, are inflicted on Offenders, may work 
the more kindly with them, and produce the 
better Effect upon them: That their Mind 
may not be ſour'd, and -irritated, and fe 
againſt all Purpoſes of Amendment, by ee. 
ing themſelves accus'd; and it may be con 
victed too, by thoſe who have as great Fault 
as themſelves, ſtand in as much need of being 
reform'd, and deſerve every Whur as well to 
Ci 98 
ConscriousNESsSs of Innocence and 
Virtue, as it qualifies,” ſo it emboldens a Man 
to reprove Vice, and ſtand up for the Refor- 
mation of Manners: And where ſuch Vir 
tue and Innocence are Conſpicuous in an 
One's Character and Conduct, they natural 
beget Veneration, and do almoſt irreſiſtab 
ſtrike an Awe upon the Minds, even of the vi 
cCious. Bad Men reſent much better the being 
admoniſh'd, reprov'd, or even puni{h'd b 
the Hands, or at the Inſtigation of ſuch 
Man, than by One like themſelves: Th 
Stomach loaths the Medicine preſcrb'd, 0 
given by ſo improper a Hand, In this Vie 
therefore, you ſee, how much the Commu 
nity is intereſted in the Perſonal V irtue, bot 
of Civil Magiſtrates, and of thoſe who a 
Aſſiſtant to them in the Execution of tl 
penal Laws againſt Vice. The threaten 
Penalty may have much rhe ſame Effect 
reſtrain from offending ; and it may be as 2 
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tainly inflicted on the Offender by a vicious as 


by a vittuous Magiſtrate: But the Offender, 
won't be ſo likely to be reclaim'd from his 
vicious Courſes in One Cale, -as in — the | other 3 
which yet is one main Deſign, -both of chreat= 
ning and inflicting theſe: Penalties. 'Puniſh- 

ment inflicted by ſuch a Hand will ſhewmorg 


of Power tllan Juſtice, in him that inflicts 


it; and be more likely to harden and terriſy, 


1 „„ AE WE S#L ES 4x4 1 n T 1 
2. LIWOUU PD farther. take leave to re- 


7 


commendꝭ upon this Occafion, univerſal Bene: 


volence to Mankind, and a conſtant uniform 
Regard to the Intereſts and Welfare of Soei: 
ety, and theſe ſuperior to all other Temporal 
Aims, as the Governing Principles of our 
Behaviour, in Civil Life. This is What 
one would wiſh 
the more of it is to be found in any Man, 
the more uſeful and valuable a Member of 


than to ſofſten and win upon him that ſuffers . 


5 5 


Society Will he be. But it is peculiarly: re- 


quiſite, I had almoſt ſaid indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſlary in a Magiſtrate, and in thoſe who 
take your Methods to reform a vicious Age, 
It is the very Eſſence of Patriotiſm; and 
this, with a fair Opportunity to diſplay it, 


18 that for Which Mankind deſerve to be 
reverenc'd while they live, and to be had 


in remembrance when they die. Cultivate 
then this virtuous Diſpoſition; it does not 
lie out of the Reach of the Meaneſt 18 
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tho? Perſons of high Birth, and exalted Sta. 
tions, have ' moſt Opportunity to diſcover 
and be extenſively Uſeful by it. Remember, 
a narrow ſelfiſh Spirit diſcover'd in any Part 
of your Conduct, will ſully your Character 
prevent much of- the Succeſs, and ſpoil all 
the Merit of your Labour. 
Tu E Ground upon which I have been 
endeavouring to prove that Vice and Im. 
morality come within the Cognizance of the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; and to vindicate the Me. 

thods you take to get it reſtrain'd and pu- 

niſh'd, is its perniciouſneſs to Society: For 
this Reaſon, and upon this Foundation, I 
think the Community is oblig d to you for 
the Pains and Expence your are at, in de- 
tecting, informing againſt, and proſecuting 
ſuch Delinquents. This, therefore, is the 
Thing you ſhould keep conſtantly in View; 
and a Regard to the Welfare of Society, is the 
Principle that ſhould animate and Influence 
you in the whole of your Conduct. _ 
Bor with how ill a Grace muſt that 
Man pretend to proceed upon this Founda- 
tion, who after all knows nothing what a 
Paublick Spirit means; has none, or but a ver) 
inferior Regard to Pablick Good; has no 
- Feeling of the Relation in which he ſtands, f « 
and the Ties he is under to the Community? | « 
It may by ſurely foretold, your Enemies will I « 
ſpeak Evil of you, (indeed, they may with If « 
good Reaſon do ſo) if you act upon any i « 
Fm. %%%ͤ ũ 
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Principles without theſe; or are influenod by 
any lower Conſiderations. I would farther 
recommends 20 8 

3- Drs1NTERESTEDNESS, A Free- 
dom from all Mercenary Views, and Expecta- 
tions of Profit and Advantage to yourſelves ; 
other than what will of Courſe accrue to you 


in Common with the Reſt of the Reformd 


Community. This poſſibly may ſeem to be 
a very needleſs Piece of Advice, and ſo I 
believe it is to the Majority of your Number, 
who are known to be ſo far from being 
Gainers by the Cauſe you are engag'd in, 
that you ſpend your own Money and Time, 
without Recompence, and very often with- _ 
out Thanks too. It may appear the more 
needleſs alſo, upon Account of a Declara- 
tion which I find the Societies have made 
for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively, upon Occaſion 
of its having been inſinuated, that it is not Re- 
formation of Manners which is intended, 
but the Getting of Money from Delinquents. 
„It is declar'd to the World, that ſuch a 
„Charge upon theſe Societies is ablolutely 
* Falſe. It is own'd there have been ſome 


| *baſe and wicked Perſons (not engag d, 
“r in the leaſt concern'd in the Societies for 


„Reformation of Manners) who have ex- 
© torted Money from Offenders, and ſome- 
* times from honeſt Men: But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe Soci- 
*eties, (who, as is well known, have ſtrict 
3 8 E 2 | Bn 
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«ly. enquir'd after ſuch Per ſons, and when 
© diſcover'd have brought them to puniſh. 
4 ment) nor do they know, or believe, that 
any engag'd with them are chargeable there 
* with. And to prevent as much as poſſible 
© all Suſpicion of a mercenary Deſign, or Prin. 


*ciple, in any that act in the Buſineſs of 


Reformation, the GENTLEMEN con- 
_ *cern'd have all along recomended it, and, 
indeed, inſiſted upon it with thoſe of the 
„Societies who have given Informations 
* againſt Vice, or Profaneſs, that they ſhould 
never receive that Part of the Penalty 
* which the Law allows the Informer; and 
it hath not come to their Knowledge that 
“any one Perſon of thoſe Societies have acted 
© otherwiſe. However, if at any Time here- 
*after it ſhould happen that any Perſon, or 
© Perſons concern'd in any of the Societies 
kor promoting Reformation of Manners 
* ſhould be chargeable with any of the evil 
« Practices before-mention'd, or even with 


taking the Reward which the Law allows 
them, it is humbly requeſted that notice 


*may be given them af ii. 
Up oN this Declaration, which every 


Body has Reaſon to believe True, becauſe 
Thing of this Kind. 


ſuſpected of doing any 


The Meaning of the Advice, therefore, as 

to this particular is only that you would go 
on as you have done hitherto, and keep ra 
= > ſelves 


le 


ſelves equally free from all mercenary ſelfiſn 
Views Of every Kind. For, the firſt Mo- 
ment any Thing of this Sort is diſcoverid, 
it will bid fair for blaſting your Endeęavours: 
And tho? it ſhould never be diſcover'd, yet, 
if there really be any Thing of this Kind, 
it will ſpoil the Acceptableneſs of your Ser- 
vice with the Bleſſed G o p; and quite wipe 
out the Merit of it, with reſpect to the Com- 
4. WHENEVER, you are employ'd in 
this Work, and in every Step you take in 
it, keep yourſelves free from Malice and 
Paſſion, and angry Reſentment. Do nothing 
in this Kind out of private Pique, or Per- 
ſonal Diſguſt, or to revenge Perſonal Injuries, 
or Affronts, receiv'd from any Man. With- 
out due Care to this Purpoſe, it will be im- 
poſſible to avoid giving Occaſion to have 
your Good Evil ſpoken of: You'll but expoſe 
yourſelves to the Pity of good Men, and the 
Contempt and Scorn of bad Ones. _ 
What have any Man's private Reſentments, 
or Perſonal Wrongs to do in an Affair of this 
Nature, in which the Community is fo nearly 7 
intereſted, and the Carrying on of which can 
never be juſtify*d, if it be not ſubſervient and 
even neceſſary to the Welfare of that. 
Some what a- Kin to this is what I would take 
leave to recommend yet farther. 
5. IMPARTIALITY; purſuing and 
carrying on your Deſign, without * to 
is er- 
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Perſons; without favouring and excuſing one 
Man, and being very ſtrict and ſe vere upon 
another, whilſt yet their Caſes are exact) 


the ſame, and in all Reaſon and Juſtice, they: 


ought to be proceeded againſt in the ſame 
Manner. —— Not that it is neceſlary, 
or indeed adviſeable, that all Offenders ſhouſd 
be dealt with alike ; far from it; the making 
a Difference between them, is not always be- 
ing Partial. Some are more frequently and 
more flagrantly Guilty than others; ſome 
may probably be won by the gentler Methods 
of Admonition and Reproof, or by a Penalty 
inflicted, fo as that few Perſons ſhould come 
to the Knowledge of it; who it may be would 


have been hard'ned and ruin'd, if they had 


been expos'd, and dealt with in a rough Way, 
Others are already fo impudently Wicked, 
and hard'ned in their Sins, that there is little, 
or no Hope of quite reforming them ; all that 
can be done is to reſtram, and make publick 
Examples of them. Again, 


6. I THINK it may with great Certainty 


be recommended as a very uſeful Piece of 
Advice, and abſolutely neceſfary to prevent 
all Occaſion of ſpzaking Evil of you; That 
you ſhould not in any Inftance, or upon any 
Occaſion, provoke, or lead Perſons to the 
_ Commiſſion of Crimes, with the Deſiga of 


Informing againſt them, and getting them 


puniſh'd for them afterwards. + To ſay the 
beſt of this, it is being firſt the Occaſion of 
oo » Miſchief, 


= 
iſchief, that you may afterwards have the 
Opportunity of repairing it: But to ſay that 
of 1t which it deſerves, it is baſe and barba- 
r0us, and what none but a treacherous falſe- 
hearted Perſon can ever do. —— If ever 
any ſuch Thing has been done by any of 
thoſe who pretended to be of your Number, 
jet the Body of you 'ought in all Reaſon to 
tand clear of the Charge; for I find it ex- 
preſsly recommended to thoſe: who give In- 
{ormations againſt Profaneneſs and Debauch- 
* Mey, and particularly to the Members of 
J 
i 
| 
| 


your Societies; © Not to uſe any Artifice to 
& provoke, or draw in others to the Breach of 
4 the Laws, in the Inſtances there above- 
© mention'd, or any of the like Kind, that 
(they may have an Occaſion to inform againſt 
them. It is among other prudential Me- 
' Withods in a Book entitled, 2 Help to 4 National 
Reformation, printed and diſperſed at your 
Eapence. One were 
7. AN p laſtly, you ſhould be very Care- _ 

ful that all your Proceedings be ſuch as the 
Laws of the Land Countenance, and will 
Juſtify. To pretend to do any Thing of this 
Kind for the Welfare of Society, by any Methods 
contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the known 
and eſtabliſh'd Laws of that Society, carries 
Abſurdity in the very Face of it. The doing 
thus, beſides the Trouble and Inconveni- 
encies it would bring upon yourſelves, would 
| | | open 


open the Mouths: of ever a at 
now effectually defeat nk Ar Io 
r 

A . p. thus 1 naue Kade iiA With al 
Faithfulneſs, to perform that Servide which 
you were pleas'd to require of me. If what 
has been ſaid may but ſerve to exite a cles 
Perception, and fix a Rational Conviction ij 
your Minds of the Goodneſs and Uſefulneſs d 
your Work; there will be the' leſs Need t 
add any Thing elſe for your Encouragement 
to go on without being weary of thus Well 
doing, or fainting in 'your Minds. If the 
Advice which has been given you be receiv'{ 
with Candor, and follow'd with Care, there 
will be the leſs Likelihood of your being Mil 
repreſented and Abus'd: There will be no 
Danger of your giving any Occaſion to be 
Evil ſpoken of: And you may go on With the 
fairer Proſpect of that Succeſs, which, I think, 

all Virtuous Perſons, and Lovers of thei 

Country, mult heartily wiſh you. 
Elk me leave to ſhut: up chis Diſcout 

with a general Reflection. 

Wx are hence led to adore the Goodneh 
of Gov to Mankind in - the- Inſtitution of 
Civil Government; and particularly to bleſs 
Him upon Account of the happy Con- 
ſtirution under which we live; the good 
Laws by which we are \govern'd ; the Wik 
and Prudent, the Mild and Gracious Ad. 
13 ; miniſtration, 


7 


miniſtration; both of. our late Sovereign - 


Bleſſed Memory; 5 : and of. Our preſent 1 Kin g, 


hom God long preſerve. Mankind, Who 


have all along livꝰd in Society, can't conceive 


of the Horror and Deſolateneſs of living out 


of it. - And thoſe that live under the Influ- 
ence of ſuch a Conſtitution and Laws as ours, 
are not always ſenſible enough of the Ad- 


vantage they enjoy above thoſe, who live 
Government; whole Lives 


under an Arbitrary. 
and Properties, whoſe Liberties Civil and 


Religious, are held precariouſly, at the Will 


of a Tyranical Prince ; or infring'd by the 
Pride and Inſolence of a more Tyranical 
Church. May I not add too, that ſome of 
thoſe among ourſelves, who were affected 


by, and ſufferd under the Miſ-Condu@ of 
de enough thank- 


ſome former } 75 are 

ful to God And (their Rigg, bor the Bleſſings 
they enjoy din che late Rei 
we have the comfortable Płoſp 
continu'd t us, and "increaſed upon us in 


This. How can one forbear ſuch 


Reflections as theſe, (in the Circumſtances 


we are at preſent in) at the Cloſe. of a Diſ- 
courſe, wherein our Thoughts have been 
employ'd about what may contribute to the 


Welfare of So CIE Tx, and the Uſefulneſs 
of Government and Magiſtracy, for the 


ſuppreſſing Vice, which is ſo manifeſtly 
And I reckon upon 
| It, 


pernicious to it. 


| ** mr L ; . : 48 x J , 1 - N 7 3 
N oo . * F 0 g ox Wager 4 ke 
Y 3 4 Bus 8 * Fi a $ #4 „ f ; he” * 1 22 A, po 
: 2 7 FR rigs N l 7 * 6 1 LY 
, ” þ | 5 4 4 ; . - PEA % = * * 1 5 L * * 
5 EEE * 43% * 
* , % - * a 2 1 2 1 8 7 A > "IF 
; WY N « „ 1 - : fa > 
4 % o * 4 * 1 7 7 { 2% . * 4 * 
o 4 1 2 * 
1 LG 1. 5 5 f AP. Coy 7 " 
: 7 "Boe m4 * # 74 3 7 
2 2 i 5 
: : r N — 24 Ra” ” L 
, be a 
P 8 \ * 2 ** . , wu f K # l £2. 1 = 4 
* A 4 de * 1 ' 8 : " R 
x ; | & — ; oF FH ES 2 8 \ 4 : 2 
4 BS : | b f EEE 9 4. 
i ; 2 ' £ | 
1 n 
5 5 : : 
4 « 2 1 * 5 $55 * a N 
3 8 1 
ki : ; 
i E 


1, and Which 


ect of having 


* 
* 7 
35 
* _ 
S , 
; i 
c 4 
, 9 
5 [+ 5 
r 
EA * 
_ 
N PF 
* 
&f* £ 
> * 
» 


7 


7 | 


I 


ome Re 
ra 


== 


na 


unwelc 


* 


been 
ſen leſs 


4s 


* 


ve 
Art 
the Occaſion 


no 
and 


ey 


our Diſcou le, 


4 


tho th 


3 
would 
10nS to an 


+ 


flect 
even 


it, theſe 


2 


+7 17) 


- 


— — 


— 


— ͤ- a OY 
— — 


